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Marvelous Spatuletail (Loddigesia mirabilis)
at Kuelap fortress, Department of Amazonas

Tino Mischler?!

1 Sacha Lodge, J. Zaldumbide N25-42 y Valladolid, Quito, Ecuador

Autor para correspondencia: Tino Mischler; tino.mischler@gmzx.de

On August 20, 2012, at 14 h and 15 min,,
when J. Beyer and I just had climbed the
highest palace platform inside Kuelap
fortress (6°25°05”S, 77°55'24”W), we saw
a splendid adult male Loddigesia mirabilis
perched in a tree, its spatules waving in
the wind beside its head. Later it followed
an entering female. This is the highest
observation of this species known up to now
at 3021 masl, as well only the second record
(Oscar Arce pers. comm.) from the west
bank of the Utcubamba valley. Its nearest
record is about 9 km away on the east side
of the Rio Utcubamba above the Marvelous
Spatuletail lodge of Oscar Arce (Angulo et
al. 2008).

Five vendors of near-by Kuelap village,
asked about the species, knew the bird
well, it appearing occasionally below the
fortress in the stunted scrub with flowers
at its former highest altitudinal limit, 2900
m (Schulenberg et al. 2010). One lady even
observed “a nest with two tiny young builtin
paja (cane), the female there being attended
by the male”.

These are encouraging news regarding the
endangered status of conservation for L.
mirabilis (Birdlife International 2012). In
the same tree, a Sword-billed Hummingbird
Ensifera ensifera female was feeding two
freshly fledged young, bill length approx. 6
cm.
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