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In South America, breeding King Penguins 
(Aptenodytes patagonicus)  are now 
commonly reported in Argentina and Chile 
(Huidobro et al. 2018, Kusch & Marín, 2012, 
BirdLife International 2023). Barquete et 
al. (2006) reports the northernmost known 
record of King Penguin in the Atlantic as 
a Brazilian sighting (23°56’S / 42°30’W, 
0 m) in 1995 (Pacheco et al. 1995). Over 
the past 60 years, King Penguins have 
re-colonized some previously abandoned 
locations, such as the Falkland Islands 
(Pistorius et al. 2012). 

Meanwhile, some unsuccessful attempts 
of egg laying were reported in Isla Hornos 
and Isla Los Estados in Argentina (Pütz et 
al. 2021). On the Pacific Coast, since the 
1980s, a colony has re-emerged in Bahia 
Inútil in the Strait of Magellan in Tierra del 
Fuego in Chile (Couve & Vidal 2010) that 
has been growing in numbers to date (Pütz 
et al. 2021). The northernmost previously 
reported Pacific record (18 December 
2019; Playa La Boca, Región Concón 
Municipio, Condado, Valparaíso, Chile; 
32°55’10.2”S / 71°30’46.0”W, 0 m) by J. 
Delgado was uploaded to eBird (2023). 

On February 12th 1993, the remains of 
a recently deceased adult King Penguin 
(Aptenodytes patagonicus) carcass were 
delivered by local fishermen to Dr. Patricia 
Majluf, scientific researcher and founder 
of a long-term research program in the 
Punta San Juan reserve. The adult King 
Penguin was reported to be found alive 
walking on the shores of guano reserve 
Pampa Redonda, in Chala, Caravelí 
province, department of Arequipa, on 
the southern coast of Peru (16°2’2.46”S 
/ 74°1’2.69”W, 0 m). Therefore, this new 
record is located 1800 km north of the 
northernmost record on the Pacific coast 
(Fig. 1). The animal was reported to have 
been captured alive by fishermen and to 
have died during transport to the research 
station. Only the pelt and skull were 
delivered to the researchers, and so the 
sex of the individual remains unknown. 
According to the available literature, this 
is the only report of a King Penguin on the 
coast of Peru and the northernmost report 
for this species globally. 

https://ebird.org/chile/checklist/S62549072
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Fledgling King Penguins develop their 
foraging expertise in relation to their 
breeding colony progressively over time 
(Pütz et al. 2014), and juveniles can spend 
several years exploring the Southern 
Ocean and then usually return to their natal 
colony upon reaching sexual maturity at the 
age of 5–6 years. Upon reaching maturity, 
individuals occasionally start breeding 
elsewhere and may molt at different sites 
other than their breeding colonies (Pütz et 
al. 2014). Therefore, given the light yellow 
ear patches evidenced in the pelt (Fig. 
2) that are less reflective (less orange) 
in non-breeding immature individuals of 
2-3 years of age (Nicolaus et al. 2007) it 
is possible that this report pertains to the 
case of a young adult King Penguin that 
dispersed far from its original breeding 

colony and was then poached by fishers 
on the coast of Peru.
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Figure 2. a) Superior and b) lateral view of the skull and of c) pelt of adult King penguin 
(Aptenodytes patagonicus) found in the south coast of Peru on February 12th, 1993. Length 
of pelt and coloration of yellowish ear patches are indicative of an immature Aptenodytes 
patagonicus. The yellow ear patch has well-defined black edges, and continues through 
a fine line towards the chest; the beak is long and slightly curved. Both characteristics 
exclude this specimen of being an Aptenodytes forsteri.
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